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Foreword

what impressed
me was

Jayaratnam’s

and




It gives me great honour to pen a
few words about the late Mr
Daniel Jayaratnam, the MIC man
of Banting, Kuala Langat.

I first met him at one of the
Selangor MIC meetings, during
my early years in MIC. At the

- meeting, he raised a question on a
point of order. He was eloquent
in speech but what impressed me
w{as his simplicity, frankness and
apenness in speech and action.

The efforts by his son Denison
and family to document the life
and works of Daniel Jayaratnam is
timely. We in MIC have many
‘members who have toiled and
yorked sacrificially for party,
‘community and nation.

e theme developed in this
‘book, namely Politics & Service,
is relevant today. The political
ture of service before self is
seing challenged by a quest for
ain from socio-economic
olvement. It is therefore a
timely reminder of the need to
return to the basics in political

thought and action. This is about
going to the grassroots, knowing
the people and their struggles,
voicing their concerns to relevant
authorities and extending
effective remedies.

The story of Daniel Jayaratnam
leaves us a legacy of service
through political action. In so
doing, he exemplified the true
essence of exercising democratic
rights and responsibilities.

1 commend this book far your
reading and reflection and hope
that this attempt will motivate
other community leaders of MIC
to recapture history and relevance
for contemporary Malaysian
society.

Dato’ Seri S. Samy Vellu
President,

Malaysian Indian Congress
June 17, 2002



Introduction

e

i

My interest to rediscover my

dad's political thought and action
was a recent development in the
last tive years. It emerged in my
quest o understand politics and

Malaysian society with specific
reference to defining politics and
political involvement for
Malaysian Indians today.

The retlecrions centred on what

factors and issues influence and
mould a person’s political views.
Are these issues and concerns
similar today as they were during
the formarive years of our nation?
What strategies and approaches

were adopted then and are there
relevance for us roday? Further
what made a Jaffna Tamil
Christian to he actively involved
in the independence struggle tor
India and mobilise support
through the Malaysian Indian
Congress and its relared
institutions tor the upliftment of
Mal:

ssian’ Indians

The attempt here in this book
entitled Polities and Services: The
experiences of Banting Jaya is to

over the critical concerns

al action

ilitated polit
through a review of history, family
experience, recollection of

political experienc

in capturing
the relevance and model for
political action in contemporary
Malaysia. The main themes that
marked his time and life were the
war, independence, socio-
cconomic distuption,
fragmenrarion of estates, labour
disputes, founding of the major

political parties, communist

insurgency, confrontation with
Indonesia and formation of
Malaysi

Ir would have been almost

impossible for someone like him,




fired by the ideals of freedom and
independence from a young age,
to have remained unmoved and
untouched by the events of the
day. He lived in an exciting era
with several major movements of
history taking place in such a
short period of time. In many
ways, he was wellsuited o live in
such times as these. Hewas youny
and id

issues of freedom and justice.

istic, caught up with

My dad believed and lived our his
ideals for a berrer sociery through
the various organisations he
belonged to. The first formal
organisation he joined was the
INA of Nethaji. During World
War 11, he saw and experienced
the arrival of the Japanese who
ated the British. The
colonial powers wer

easily def

proven to be
fallible and seeds of freedom and
being in charge of our own
destiny were planted in many
hearts.

He also belonged ro the Malayan
Indian Congress, NLFCS, groups
promoting Tamil culrure and

language and the Merhodist
Church, believing that these
organisations could advance the

cause of its members, community
and the wider interests of the
nation.

His life as o politician, community
leader and church leader brought
with it some amount of attention
and he seemed o take ivwell
without letting it go o his head.
Ar the end of his lite, he
remained essentially the persan
he was - without arrognce, but
justa simple desire to serve and

make a mark in society.

o capruring my dad's world and
experience, the hape is that it will
challenge us ro review the politics
ot taday and that we will be

challenged o rerurn o the
politics of conviction with
personal character and integriry.

Dr Denison Jayasooria
Executive Director
Yayasan Srrategik Sosial
June 17, 2002






TO MUM

For your

your

in managing the home,

and for dad

in both his victories and defeats.
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CHAPTER

Indians in Malaya :
A Historical Background

Early Arrivals

The links befween peopl
Indion subrc

peninsula

of the great

ntinent and the Malayan

axistad

e lon

taxin

place much earlier tran
Indiars in the late 191 and
centir is muich &)
Indian-Hindy influence

dand pre

n ol
arly 20t

aof the

=atly

Inclans were

regier
oftracted by f
WETR ‘maitly Ime

Following thess men and their ships were

the religious fig

Nelaya fram variaus

Indians came

regicns and many stayed

oehina,

starting familles with who
followed |ater sr with the local

thet

population; It has £

some of th
key

royal courts. So

& Ind

s inifhe

from India =

returned. Tt
ladl families ofte

and maony never

immediate and exier

followed them and intermarriage with
Ie

ls andd others took place.

The influence

substantial and ook hold in places like

[ndlan-Hindu wds

Indenesial(especially the island of Bali)

and

mbodia. In Maloyo, this
influsnce wos curtailed with the arrival

ropean powers 10 the region

or spices and frade, prime
Jocation of the regian, and Europsan

tivalry brought the niew pawers 1o South

Fasi Asla. The Euros

ns compeled with
nst Is f

fo contrel treide and

=ach ofher and o

nsuptemacy ¢
The

influence and rule of the

s wers to lusl several

the situation
the British encouraged

argescole migration of mainly labourers

and ofthers who wete higher skilled to

11

The sarly Indians
were mainly
affracied by
trade and those
who came were
hants

mainly




Malaye. They came mainly hom Ching
ang alsa mainland Indic b thers W

also

anificant numbsrs fram Ceylon,

srficularly the Tamils from Jaffne.
pe

Later Arrivals

I cantrast to' the merchant and trading

clossas chan sailier era, the more recent

Inclan migrants comprised mairly the

working

reiilways
made (hls e
le The colenial governma

12

4 labaun fe develop the
al and mining indistrias and fe
clvil and pdblic service

ets i India were dlsa

labaur s who maode ke
COMmIMISsSIc
Uiriciely Thes igiaianwes an suchia

scals s 1a hov nd impoct on

Malaye ther and aven now as tha

lngiens make up obout 10 gercenl of

and gy a signlticait rele
But fhe meons by which

migrants were enticed,

tragic. Many llierale labou
did ret know whal they were getiing
into.  Propegenda,  misleading

infermation and dubicus tactics were
often used 1o affract laboursrs 16:go to
Malaya. Both the govemment and
i
ineliiding @istibuling inf

resorfed 1o such mecsures

emp!

rmation ahouf

chetip leady in Maleya

Many of
treoted itle b

se labeurers ended up

=z than siave labour and

were consigned o wark under harsh

conditions. The sffects of this can still be
felt taday as o significant section of the

comtmunity has been marginalised,

lected and advarsely aoffected by
sceiel ills and ecenomic prablems.

The Tamils of sauthern India erded ug

st group of migronts who

beirig the le

&




clerical staff

13




The Brifish
brought in wo
groups of Indian
migtents, fram

two places,
perhiops os part
of o divide and
twle palicy.

aspecially

disinters:

cammurity affairs
initially.

Indian: migrarts, trom 1wo places
pethops as port of a divide and fule

pelicy. Many of the Tamil migrants from

south India were Jabourers while the

Ceylonese Tamils were mainly from the

supervisery and clarical groups

The Ceylonsse Tamil migrant was usually
d aind suited for supervisory and

ihistrative: work

the estates
railways and public services. The lack
of such jobs in Ce
T9th cerilury meant the prospects T

lon by the end of the

Malayo looked better and meny came
Jited

as the European esfate monagers whe

over. Caylonese warkers were

had wotked there were familiar with
them as a workiorce. Many Ceylonese

stperviso

afic condustors while the labourers w

mainly Tamils from scult: India

ew arrivals wollld s2nd
money home fo support their tamilies

Eventually, many Ceylonese Tamils

would bring over their families or stant

tamilies in the new lond. The sducat

Caylonese Tamils wer

mainly found in

Ing @reas like Selengor,

cnrJ Negri Sembilan. Soon they

f

Mailay States were Tarnlls from

zrical staft ini the

loter, changing econenic

conditions and recryitment of locals lsd

to the decrease in the nymber of

Tamils in this sector

14

1920s and Pre-WWII

he Indian migrants, particdlotly those

from Caylon, were not fuch interestad
or invelved in arganised palilical o
social movements. Their limited

nvohement wos initiolly confined 1o the
regional and caste organisafions that
the weltare

W upmainly jo ensure

of members. For the more educated
urban migrants, thers were sacial and
recrzational groups. Between 192040
the cuflaok of the Indian migrants was
sl towards India and Ceylon and
dizams of relirement of home. Many
fravelled home 1o visit thair familiss and

refurned to Malaya to continue workirg

Many of the Indian mi

divided among the s by coste

regional and occupational intsrasts

The Caylanese Tamils were especiolly
disinterested in politics gni ommuriity
affeis initiclly. They d d
1 arid their conslderation wes

icd nat ha

towards e homeland. Relations with
tho:

and both greu

om Indig ware sometimes strained

maintalnsd sepdrdte
educated C

Tamils found fowour with the

niifies

calonicl

authorit ond some ws n

appainied to senior positions and sven
want on te rzpresent the Indicn
community. This did not g well with

who hed come from mainland

India, Anothe: ze wos that a

signif

were C\mnavs although the majerity




World War Il & Indian
Independence

y jobs but
other amenities that cal

hit




Nethai
influe

Indians to
become act

unians

lefiwing and

ndence

oefivities

minds and worldview

Indians in Moloya. Differe

aside and political

fuslled by the couse

ylon wera s

esdom of Indig

enthusiasm was shown by the labour and

working who had mo

and

= o gain

to lose with fresdom and

ndeperider

Nethaii falied in his immediots goal of
i

tor India and the INA waos

18

ttived and he himss

died ragically

Ina plane

ash. But his leg:

and it led to the Indians in Maloya

alifically awor c

was

and he was i like o

endous

national hero. He m ecruit

conquest of Malaya and

s and the

colonial mos

= INA led many

Indians infe active palitical involvement

and

into union;

sftwing and independence

activities Asians and the coloni

wauld now have o diffsrent affitude and

autlook towards the colonial masters whe

after the war ended

MIC, Merdeka &
Malaysia

fetirr

var peried. the Ceylon Tamil

cammunity b

ame more active in public
lite. I contrast, the Indion Tomils, who
tarmed the main workloree inthe sstates

[ved

in labaur unrest-and wnion militancy In

and railioods, were becoming in

the years between 1945 and 1948 This

od wos marked by hordship and

= ainty for workers and

anomic une

labaurats and many Tamils were invelved

In militant union end lebour activities

Tamils made up neaily threequarters of




the Indlan pepulatio
1947. 1
1947 w

ond trans

European colonic
the coming o

followed by the r

by the time fhe British returned
country had changed and many lo
were joining the struggle for nafionalism

and freedom. Chani 3d also ceme

to the Indian community. Fram bsi

commuriity with @ migrant mind

litle: political ane

local o

many Indl

awckened political rights

destiny. In 1 ar perioc

community wos ond influenced

by various movements like nationalism

unionism and

e apf

nmunity differed and was spllt along

The mo

wl middle-

class and professional lines

educated anc

ed towards

crofic ideals and a liberal non

communal approach. O took on a
more radical or even a narrower

communal stance. Several organisations

were set up and this refle
community’s divisions. The

Malayan Indian Ca

i As i

ayan Ind

Indion Orge
d b
fighting for Indian inde
l

Many. who

n the [NA

and plo

astablishing this




The MIC sow its
future in the

Allioree sy

<h Umno and
fhe MCA had

From o migtan|

mindset

John Thivy was the fitst leadzr of fhe M
ison for his
involvement with the INA, he set

oul fa

present

form @ single ergarisation fo

the interasts of the community. The idea

of o single Indiop-based crgenisation

was welkreceived and many

signed up

1o join the MIC which wos formed
Augus! 1946 ot

Kuala lumpur. The MIC wos the first

Cheftiar’s Hallin Sentul

oolitical party to be formed in Malaye

Thivy proved fo leader with forasight

and wisdom and the party soon had

40,000 memeers duting his lehure ds
eat. But the perly was
H’l"\d (GDDEd t ond

mainly mdms»Jcts rr=mbe'-mp and

The Indion
targetied by

noncemmunal ouflo

working class was being

leftwing slemenis

The late 19405 and sarly 1950s were

unsetling and tubulent times. Many

people were concaried abgut the future

alay
future
The British
Malayan Unicn plen was spposed by

of Malaya dnd, the
rights

reprasentalicn in govemme

Jestian o

ship  and

the Malays as il eroded the powers and

influence of the Sultans and would lead
15 the less of Malay rights. Onn Joatar
formed UMNO and led the opposition
1o the plen which was eventually

1948

the Fadarafion of

diopped. |

Mulaye cg
Milay righ
ans ond Chine:

willing to: compromise and make 1

reement wark and this would lead to

sventual freedom and independe

frem thi British

Then came the communist rebsllion and

the Emargency years. Life, sspecially for
wral dwellers in fre ssiates, fin mines
and villages - was disupled. In 1949

the Malayan Chinese Association wes
formed to reprasent the
in 1951, Onn Joafar leh UMNO &

the Independence of Maloya Party (IMP)

which was open toall racas. Bit Umno
memoeis and the MCA did nat back
the IMP whils the MIC did

elections. The MIC was left withaut
pelitical representation in government

The MIC decided ta

ase cooperating
953 and by the
|

next year. a new leadership was in

with the IMP in late 1

The MIC saw ifs futire in the

h Umne and' the
d. The MIC |oined the
candidotes won in the

polls alignment would last

till tedey in the exponded Barisan

Nasional codlifion

Under the new system, the MIC president

was appointad to the Cabinet. Jaining

the Alliance mede some members

unhappy and the party. Bul the




polific:

ually be

inant

JRtetale!




mber

Indians haw

o major

in the
development of
Malaya

economicelly

sacially and

Meanwhile

mings

onfinue fo be stirre:

ka would

be reality
Id be

Attt

ed on August 3 hat

the majority of Indions was

plantafion labour while a

SmaG

group was from professional

middle class. The dominance of the

Tamils in certain ranks of the
d decl

sing numbers cind

firf

n would face tormidable
With the formation of
in 1963

treniation with

came fthe

nt of Malaya econamically,

d politically. And ihis desp

small numbers nums

relatively recent arrival. T

as Immig

yrant labour

ates and man th
had it
s, Bt

olonialism

develo

civil and public s

politically in the early v
World War Il ana

major factors that push

inte!

were

a many in

o fronfline role

SmmUnify in vario

ciopolitical movements.  The

community has being to contribute
substantially to the growth, stability and

5

of Malaya and Malaysia. T

Indian and Ceylonsse Tamil communities

have contributed much in terms of

political deve t, unians, education
pic

plantations and 1

civil ssrvi

onbuilding

layaratnam s his family

background, growing up 15
formative influ career, community

service, nationbuilding, cultural and
involval

to family and faith

politi




CHAPTER

From Jaffna to
Malaya

In 1910, on boai sef sall
s Alfred
Kutiythamby, a Tamil from the northern

disiri

from Ceylen to Malaya w

of faffna. He had embiojked on

a fourney thousands of fellow
and Indians had gone on b
would de ming decodes. He

wos sailing to the British colony of

Malaya to work in an estate

For sevaral decadss from the mid-1 R8C

the British crulled Indian and

Ceylonese Inbour 1o meet the demands
in the civil and

¢ sarvicas, and In

the vost plontaticns fhat wey

opened. The mo

ent of peeple

the greal Indian subcontinent to the

Maloyan peninsula ning from
1885:1ill the middle e lostc
wos due fo both ‘push’ and ‘pull' fac

fury

A major factor was the availability of

jobs in the arnment, rollroads

2

plantations and irading opportunities in
Mal

decline in the plantaticn industry in

va. There were also periods of

Ceylon and th

ulfing lack of work
oppottunities. Many Ce & wars

alaya and material

i to go'to!

ntives and official propagonda
ide to

nelped them

The growth and development of
Maloya's agricultural ‘and fin mining
sectors led fo the need for labour and

this was met by immigrants from mainly

hina and India, including Ceylon

There were also ofher facters that led

mariy Indians and Caylon

venture

away to o fareway land in search of
befier

ges and an apportunity fo retire
mfortably. Far many who came.

tle In the new

land but to earn e

cugh money

it the family and then to retire ot

home. But many immigrents did put
down roofs and stayed on in the new

21

Altred
Kutythamby




many has

warlaview and

outlock

Ceylon

The majarity of Indians w
i
plantaf

i

the ‘menpow

and public works

colaridl p

fo workin ff incustty. T

In the Melayan ribber indusiry

many o cam T soulherr

of the total population

By the 1960s. o new
1 of Malsyabarn Tamils. of

e

avitg @ alstinetly

d. with

layan

i ar

e Joffna

on ogricultural
economy. This was also the background
aof Alfred Kuttythamby, t33
ife from 1910, worked

onducler in Telok Estate in

For the

retirmad to Ceylor
whao

with the

tion of refiing i

t heme villages

ned baen ralsed as o Hindu, but

a Christian

=d Kuftythamby

faming community in Jofna, the nertharn

RR

which wes dominared

part o

like many

P

watkers.

sition among the lappers or

Alfre Kuftythamks fi
childbirth His

Aripudmmah, hed lived in Malaya fera

ang fime et him, The
martisd ys C

Anpuam me from a family which

I

had beer or at leost two

generctians. Her tamily belonged io the

Anglicon branch of the Christion faith

The &

Mary Thavamany

usle had two girls and thres boys.
whe was born in

1219 and

in Banting,
Rariel
bey and he
192¢6.

who was bain) i

m Alfred’s i

Jayaiatiom wos the

was born on)) Nex

=

was

Pushpamany

27 and now lives in Singagore
in 1929

tin Seremban. The

David Gunaratnam was b

and lives.in refie

est was Rabert Selvarotnam, bom

32 ana new living in retirement in

aling Jaya

Barly Life & Growing

Joyaratnem grew up in Talok

in the-distict of Kuala Langat in




Going

English

king up Tamil would sarve him

his later yaars in helping all types
suld e

e fluent jn

(o Ie i dary Form T
The family lived in Telok Eslate which

halfway between Klang and

like many
others
British. L

fami

Hawing an esic

h ensure the family had o better

it than many othets in

Darie! Joyaratner

towmids great ocademic ackieveme

a

He dic

bt was simply

me

fhings than

23

Daniel

layorainam’s

childhood was

active os tho:

chile

woup in

planiations




A Alfed
Kunython
fomily in Telok
1946

W and

Daniel chose a
path which would

and

ate folks

he wauld choose to pursue his passion
of promoting the rights and welfare of
the ordinary worker who strugaled with

t living conditions

poor woges, dif

and litlle future prospects. This wos done

primarily thieugh his position as:a local

1 and community figure. As

. he matured quickly and

took on his responsibilities assigned to

ability 1o achisve

s would chainne gy fo serve

lim. As @

less privileged

brother, he showed care and concem

for his siblings. They grew up in a close

kriit family and he fook an inferest in what

happened 1o his siblings

Rabert Selvaratham recalls his brother
as @ "simple man who was easy fo get
along with." Deanigl is fememberad as

en-minded, fronk and cutspoken

"Alhough he was my elder brather, he

became more than just @ brother, Despite

R4

the six years difference i our ages, he

became a friend and corfidant and we

could fak about anything, " says R

As o boy, Daniel pushed himself fo the
farefront. As the eldesi son, he was
mature and often represented his father

at functions like weddings and funerals.

“He was also @ gorgefier and could have

did not
While three of his

siblings chose careers in tsaching,

been anybody he wanted,

lack intelliges

Daniel chose an independent path and
one which would lead him to serve the
indian people, especially the poor and
esfole folks, and the wider community,

says David

The thise brothers had their usual
childh
st brother @ confidant and friend

oa fights but they found in their

“As on sother, he showed care

and concem for us. We could confide
in him. When | wanted to get married,
he was the one who fold our parents the
news. We were brothers and also
friends,” David recalls

Their brother was not the academic type
David and Robert werit Infe teaching
while Daniel, moinly working in an estate
setiing, became involved in community

politics and public Issues. “As

hewas not as sericus about his

e more conscienfious
when it came to studying. Our parents
did not push s in education and

basically allowed us to develop our




personal diive to succeed They had o

reloxed attitude fo our education

were more reserved when if came fo

mixing with people. But Daniel wa

lo mix easlly with the commarn people

The ordinary
like hawkers
the sireet,” Robert says

Although he was outgoing and extrovert
Daniel remained o genile and
frer he turmed 14, o
change came over him
brother David recalls. "Up 1ill ihe
13 or 14, Daniel was like any o

person. Soon

his younger

2ge of

schoolboy. Buf at 14 plus

He beca

el

stoed up far his tights and took patt n
debates

David

Perhaps
the fimes ond World War was
to break out and the world would soon
be in turmoll. The fervour of Indian

national yearning fo

v and
independence hod also spread lo the
Indian communities in

nearby.

Second World War &
Nethaj

Some: historians rd that among the

Ceylonese Tamils in the pre-war period

there was little political activity. The

community, it was noted, was more

inclined fowards cultural. language and

od was

inion activities.

alse a time

of growing political and

was also

communal co i i

during this fime that f

et pelific

distinct group

fom mainkdnd

peried in the young Daniel's

their stuc

Do

interestad in the

come
ame inferested in the

interests, Daniel b

independence

Indian

growing
growing growing Indian

mo nder the influe

e cam

ot fhis mo ntand its lea

mavement

war wieaked

communilies.

on regular work and wages were hard

hit by the turmall

1 was during Ihis fime that many Indlar
men |eined the fight against British
signiif with the

Indian National Army [INA]

nial rule by

§ o

The

Jopanese had  provided supy

INA. The war also changed the attitu

nony towards th

and this grew with the

nationalist ideals to Maloyo and 1
tegioh. These ware diys of idedlism dind
the strig free the Asian colonles

m the rule of the E

SPEQN POWELS
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Tomils. with man

with good jpos and

2iuscharitto join in. But el Jayaratnam
was ‘nol among them and he
4l

1 af the age of 17 in 1943

yenisted in the growing

Whizri sfill Iy bis raen

ndoubledly influs
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Indian in
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" cull vould awaken
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of the Indian ! the politic alayan
P _ 2 moie feady 1o 1
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signed up with ihe INA, together with
by

d cratory skills during

thousands of others who were dra
Bose's charisn

he lurbulen

of war and upheaval,

n'the wer broks

Dovid recaurils that w

out, Daniel he influenced anc

I up in the Indian nationalist

Him

i the INA

n the fime carr
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during fh
fomily 1o

on uncertain turn

< /
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ugh the INA |
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d in chompioning tive and . influential in cultural

of ordinary w fare

n polific

cammunity found itself generally in

His active

indvid

independence

vas among tuber

s a major preblem during

llosls [MAPTB] hod bean saf
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o, o toster suppert for § s
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f the Indian commirity that
He

patient
the Welfa

has since

faithiully ter man

was doing

b the Ind

n Deni

that his fath

a cauld r had

with

ral ability to communical

ffe mas: 1t much fime working

with the As & local palitician

woikers and also with
563, lalan Besa inment

esfote land which v

Prasident

manathan’s

Doniel

ayaralnam'’s
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known as

Bariting Jaya

and Florg

with visiors

ming and

ing

became known simply o ing Joya.  pelifics and society. He mode friends
His petition writing gave him an  with those who were in politics. "So he

choice

advantage in allowing him to meet and  decided 1o make this his <

helo many pec

witing his services:  He sow people mave up in paliics from

He also sat or the Banting Tow thie rank and file, Including leaders like

As he want about his busin Manickavasagain. He had a k

pelitical mind ond was very wall

imcrs  infarmed aboul current offars through his

asily. He knew fhe Tamil language well  contacts with

ple.” Robert says

and itwas an imporiant fc o him
P F

communicate with the Tamils living in the

area. He also knew Hindi osely. It came

about simply because he acted os drver

Daniel and Flora als adily opened  and wolunteer. “He used to ask me to

up their home and hearts 1o peeple i drive his Meris Mincr and I velurteered
busy with

feed arid it

ng. The various

n Bonting knew and

cted Daniel Jayarainam, mainly

neerned him was that his orother wos
sad fo tell

t he thought of them. He ol

because of his sinceritty and rsadiness

He alwoys tried 1o help frark and would pro

compensefion was ne

a motivating factor did et like the hidden agendo of some

ple ond would reprimand those who
MIC & General did niot do things the proper way. “lonce
Elections asked him why he had 1 be so fiank

and apen but this was just his way of
‘He hed a natural floit for polifics and — deing things,” Rabert says
mixed
folk. H

oble tomix with anyans

ily and well with the common

ty and ability

Futthermare. o mix well with almast anyons

ad rio airs abourhim and was fith an outgeing per:

Donigl
b

he was honest and hod no ulterier  Jayaratham had o flair far pelitic

vemenl in polilics o pot the stomach for the infrig

his bra

er David soys negative = ouiook was like

that of many of that generation which

Daniel Jayaratnam's in sice, honesty ond humility

from @ held public

young age were peaple, gavernment,  in high regard.
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Englist

Danief L enfative of Bantir I

Indion Co branch had bean es

would pre

membsr. He s

the Kuala [o

e divisio
lded much 5 0 the mative period, Dentsl
of the

He was alse the Alliarcs jin

the equiv




Vice:

vear. In the party, It was

Selangor MIC

k
Presid

eviden! that he could relate to both the

s anc the

ardinary party memb

ders like

Vianickavesagam ‘and

He knew pe y MIC

Sombanthan

ployed a key role

in the Selanger MIC for some years and

mber of the party's Cenlra

was @ my

Most

Warking Commi as we

ds we would ses him goi

KL for Selanger MIC meetings

nd party

functions. He w

55 f
with beth fh
Flora

amfarte

and s

ang
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ot in his life

Undoubtedly, o majer
of 1959 Daniel

osen by the Alliance

was the elections

Joyarainam w

to sfand for o seat in Selanger. At that

e, he and Flera we 3 their

e expeching

I child and it meant that his wife

nparny him on
os also financially

d 1o 1ok

caigning. [t w

draining on them and

loan

$1.000 1c help poy for el
expenses
However the cfion campaign turned

hitter

ount of being Indian! Although he

with him being attacked on

a
was Indian, he had o relatively light

and was tall, handsom

50 usually wellgroomed. The

e were

o some indications that those who

his poslition and

o distupt his
campoign. He was of Ceylanese origin
and a Christian in'a mainly Indian Tamik
based porty with the mojority being

Hindu. This was perhaps a foctor for

1e opposifion to him in the party.

The

in his first outing at the polls.

of his defeat was the split in

f
the Indian voles. His friend and close

5)

Malayalam

put it down to

internial rivalry in the party: One of

= same seat of
a former MIC
wha had been

those who confested

Sungei Rawang wa
official, K.V. Nodaraj
secretary when the MIC Banting Kuala

langat branch was formed




Nedarajah, wha was Sepang MIC
chairmon, dacided fo sign up esa PPP
candidate when he was not chosen by
the leadership fo be the Alliance
candidale. The results showed that
Daniel layaratnam and Nedarejeh sach
secured about the same number of votes
- 1,383 and 1,353 votes respeciively
The PAS candidate, Mohd Shahid Hi
Arshod got 892 vores

lim Tuan Siong find] wen the ssat, having
gomered 1,864 vates. The seal had
6,594 registered voters and 85 % of

volers tuthed cut. Lim himself was also

an Alliorice and MCA local leader who
quitfo wn os an indspenderit. So thiee
condidates with Alliance links joined the

race for the seot. The votes were split

and so being a Christion and Ceylo
Tamil were nof the main factors in
electoral loss. The split of the votes
between two Indiian candidates allowed

the Independant candidate to win

Melayalam also notes that in 1959
Daniel Jayarafnem was the Selanger
MIC vicechairman while the chaiiman
was V. Manickovasagam. The latter wan
in the elections that veor and werit on to
be oppointed 1o a Federal post and
polifical prominence. He fesls that his
friend Jayaratnam would have gone on
to play a significant role in MIC polifics
and other resparnsibilities if he had won

in the elections

If were any regrefs in Daniel
layaratham's life, it would probably be
over Ihis defeat. “Although he had some
regrets, hie did not feel biter about the

loss. If he had won, he might have had
a very different political career His
P
developed becau

ntial in politics was not fylly

of his loss. But his

career took ancther path and he

centroted on work at grassroots
and with issues like the Tamil language

and culture," says Malayalam

Dariiel Jayaratnam himself felt badly
abaut the defeat. But true to his noture
as a person who served rather than
someone who stove for personal gain
and glory, he continued serving in the
MIC dl

would reveal his true

esaiback. The experience

aracter and he
continued os usual, becouse it was
something that he wornfed to do

The election had been an uphil suggle

for him but It was alse @ turning point
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A MCA rec porty
for Kualo langats
ly elected MP
z Ishok o
October 4, 1959

A malor event in
his life was the
elections of
1959. Daniel
Jayorotnam was
chosen by the
Alliance to stand
for a seat in

Selangor




After the 1, he had lo decide what

It was clear

he really warted 1o
that he was a man who jus wanted to
serve. And he served fill the ven

He cor

MIC. He was happy in the party and

end

tinued serving in and through the

parl of its struggle for the Indian

mirilnity. It was: never in his mind to

> money

poliics,” David recalls

Serving The People
Through MIC

In the period prior to

Independence for Malaya, the g
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ese and Indians

nship for the Cl

was an important issuz and Doniel
Jayarainam went on a mission en this,

He moved fram estate 1o estote with like

minded co and they filled in the
nship application lorms for pecple
for free. Aftet independence, ciflzenship

centinu

110 be a major point of concern

and dedafe ameng those whosz families

had migrated from China and the Indian
sub

encouroging members of the Indian

finent He dedicated himself o

community to become nafuralised and

toke up citizenship

d'Citizans Commities:

=n formed as an initiati

wer the hearts and minds of

against communism. Tl

committees up to nsfil pafriofi
among the Chinese residents. One!

his tasks was o serve os an exami

an the Maloy profic




community
including

officebearers

Jas the problerm of ssiate

menialion and its impact on the
difional

The

olight
were lsft in the lurch byt

they have wer

eral

NS

buy
dedi

estate

Danie! Ja

ated himself 1o e

u
f

aratnam

sting members

C. Muniandy, ir

id that the c

d asked ther
buy up th
ihat were being fragm
ber 1064

ted

Muniarigdy said, “Jayaratnam o

ntin his &

and right, paying it ntion
o

ol

amily ploys




ng members

lor NKFCS in Kool

largat

ceremony o
November
22 1964,

loyeratnam said that he had been unable

e achieve this in 1959, which was also

the year that ke had lost in his bid for

elected office. Yet this had nof deterred
h

im and he continued to serve the

people. Five years later, he was able to
1aise the huge sum with his friends and
handed over the money. The $50,000

waos fo be used 1o buy esfates and hel

the 41 workers and their famllies o

by the astote togmentation. The feat was

all the more amazing bscouse |t look
enly one month and it was during the

Deepavali period

During meetings and fund-raising: for
NFLCES, Dariie! Jayaratnam would speak
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and address the crowds. In one such
event, a wedding ceremony, he used

& occasion fo enrol members fo NIFCS

them ta buy the cooperative's

On ane o

1 sion he spoke ot @
MIC-MCA foint wedding feast betwesn
an Indian man and a Chinese woman

He suggesfed that such mixed marriages
99

could help promete unity ard harmony

among the different races

He added the couple were role models
and suggested the couple and those
prasent buy NLFCS shares. The couple
bought $52 worth of shares while those
p
Little did Daniiel Jayaratnam know that in

sent poid $1.002 in total purchases

the years to come, he would preside ovar
wo similar ‘coalifion weddings’ in his
own family when two of his five children
In time, the NIFCS
became the largest and most successful

married Chinese
indianbased cooperaive

Daniel Joyaralnam was alse involved in
anciher new entity - the Federal Land
Development Authority (Felda) schemes

which was setup to

able the poor to
work and own small tracts of land In
rwral areas. As recognition for his
confributions, Sambanthan appointed
him ¢ director of Felda. He was to be
the party representative in Felda, which
was responsible for opening up large
land for

fracts of agricultural

development




Much of Danie
devo

| Jayarainam’s Iife wos

fo helping the downtrodder in

the community. He worked hard for the
ordinary warker. He was popular with

Indian lea ond Government

officers and was a
Chin

oceeplable fo the

=ntouta lof

bilising

s programmes. While

some polificians In the

ast and

now play the racial card and appeal 1o
their own community for supper!, Daniel
Jayaratnam did not resort to such

methods. He

qarded himsel primarily

as o Malaysion first

He played o

Indhan pelit

laith and Ceylonese background that
differed much from the tradifional MIC

no discriminatian ond was

pled by most in the party

Notes from NLFCS Inaugural General Meeting
on May 14, 1960:

“+... the need to form a co-operative society to
combat fragmentation of rubber estates.”

am served with NLIFCS from 1964 till 1972
at the 4% AGM held on October 18
corded

.| Jayaratne

He raised several matiers

1964 and the minutes r

G 10 ioeration

e great role the saciely has fo play

in future. the sociely sends o few of ifs execul as fora

s

cogperative movement. The expenses

by the society but w ouf as slidy awards

granted by world agencies such as USIS, Asia Foundation stc

5 decided that the matrer be left for the consideration of the

Boord. *

Jayaratam referred fo an estate of 240 acres which was

being offered for s

He stated that the employees on the

willing .tarapa st within one year and

saciely would be prepared fo buy. My Jayoramom

> members the society their full support in
P

practical way.
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Federal land Development Authority (Feldal

Felda wos established in 1956 with several aims
1o promote and assist in the investigation, farmulation
ond carrying ouf of projects for the development and
sefflement of land in the Federation of Malaya.
1o Increase the welkbeing of Malaysia’s rural inhabitants
and othar lowincome groups, primarily by ralsing thelr
productivity end fhus their income-saming copocily.
to oper for development sufficisnt new land to keep
pace with the formation of new farmer families and
reduce the number of landless pecple desiring land for
agficltual pupeses

From 1958 1ill 1972, the MIC had o representative on the
felda Boord. |n 1958, V. Manickayasagam was appeinted
a Dieclor of Feldo ond he served unfil 1960. Denie|
Jayarstnam ook over and served for 12 years till 1972
After his tenure, the MIC has nef had o reprasentative in
Felda since

Ok the 103,000 Felds setler fomilies, only 1 per cenl were
Chirese and another 1 parcent Indian. Several Ministers
have been responsible for Feldo ond they include Tun Abdul
Razak Hussein (Minister of Rural Developmeni 1959-70),
Tun Ghator Baba: Minister of National & Rural Development
1970-72), and Datuk Haji Mohamad Asri Muda (Minister
of Netional & Rural Development 1973:77) The chairmen
of Felda have included Tan Sr Taib Haji Andak [195871)
and Datuk Musa Hitam (1971-72)

Denison remembers his fother os o
Hiendly and sasy-gaing man who was
miltrethnic in his oufiook and views. The
other strang impressien was that he was
very much part of the local community.
For Robert, his brother's ‘greamass lay
ii his service for the commuriify anc
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paople. "His legacy ic that he did nol

siive for powe

ot parsonal gain or
meney. He had a genvine Inferest in
people and in the walfare of the poor.
He was like o faithiul servant who
sacrificed his time and energy to serve
s in politics

others.” Butthe manosuvrin

disheartened Robert s he sow others
manipulate Daniel’s simplicity ond
generasity. “For his honasty, some fock
advariage of him," Robert adds

But Daniel [ayaramam wos appreciated
lop party leeders and party

By

president V.T. Sambanthicn appointed

him to positions of service and
responsibiliy. He also showed thar he
could mix with o reugh and lessretined
kind of crowd and also those who were:
mere cullured and educoied, He was
an active sacial worker and church
leader and sat on the Boards of both
the Primary and Secondary Methodist
Schaels in Telok Datuk, Beriting.

It'is remarkable that Rebett can enly
recall ahe negative frait in his brother. *|
can't think of any bad quality he had
except that he could nel keep quier. But
he was nof malicious and he did things
tor the good of the community.”

Many remembar him as a friendly and
sasygoing man. He made friends easily,
was fairminded cnd had good
intentions. He mixed frealy with
svetybedy and spoke well in Tamil,
Melsy and English.




Tamil Language &

made his mark as a sportanso

on in that language. He waos

ten in the limefight and

teparsiory ground fer raining fulure

Daniel

Jayaratnam

and cultural

ssues




The Tamil Day

programfnes
served as
preparatary
ground for
lrairiing future
leaders in public
speaking & sfage

management

b4

IR

Daniel Jayaratnam also turned his

affention to cultiral issuss later in life

Fer him, the Tomil New Yaar celebration

was of great signif and would be

carice

a point of resurge

i Tamil language

and culture

"He felt the plays, musicals, drama,
aould unite the

poetry and open theatre
p
tole in bringihg people from India to

ple. So he played an instrumenigl

Maloya to speak and per
This was ta inspirs

politically,” Denison rec

Singapere

At that time

gapan| o

tounded the Tamil Day celebrations and

waos alsa the editor of the Tamil Murasy
became o

daily newspaper He

champion of the Tamil longuage. Daniel

Jayaratnam warked closely with him and

Seragapani was a main specker at many

events. The leval of consciousness among
the indians abou the Tamil language was

high
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Daniel Jayaratnom was also the Board

chairman for the Jenjorom Tamil School

Another interes! was his newspaper-
reading. He was a varacious reader and
he would faithfully buy and read the Tamil
and English dailies. This would be
followed by meficulous recordkeeping

and nume:

papers, bullstins and magozines

He liked to write on issues offecting the
public and enjoyed seeing his name
appear in the newspapers. Some friends
say he liked 1o see his name in print. As
o budding writer, he wrote stories for
the Tomil Nesan newspaper and' also
contributed to the English daily, The
Malay Mail. He maintained copies of
his articles and lefters o the editors. The
Malay Mail once honoured him for his
freslance contributions to the paper.

His daily routine was to be up' 7am to
send the kids to school and then read
three newspapers — Tamil Nesan, The



Malay Mail ‘and Staits Times before
breakfost. He could offen be observed
working fill Jate af night, typing away,
os he developed o keen interest in
journalism. He also enjoyed writing
speeches. He hod other inferasts like
rs.of

collecting photos. records and lef
cotrespondence. Danisl Joyaratiam was
also fond of collecting photos and left
behind 20 albums and scrapbooks

For his political contributions, community
services and work on behalt of
tuberculosis sufferers, he was owarded
the Pingat Pangkuan Negara (PPN in
June 1986, This
acknowledged, wos pessitle through the

award, he

assistance and support of the MIC
leadership and members.

Devotion to Family

Their marrioge wos, like many of their
fime and generation, a raditional one
and was arranged by a friend of his
orsis, This Hendlhad come-overiom
Ceylon to Maloya and Daniel
layaratnam’s parents asked him to
arrange @ maich with & “good Chrisfian
gill” from the homeland. Prior to this,
there were already several optiens for
marriage for him but none were
confirmed

Soin 1951 Daniel Jayaratnam headed
aut to Ceylon for @ month 1o meet this

young woman who might become his

wife, The matchmaker friend happened
to be a neighbour of Flora Ariamalar's
‘I was 19 and studying in o bosrding
school. When Darniel came to Ceylon,
y father met him ond liked him: He
approved of Daniel ond loter we were
married at the American Mission
Chureh,” Flora recalls fondly.

The newlymarrads returmed to Malaya
onJuly 12 that year by P & O steamship,
a lrip that took three days. Theit union
produced three daughters and two sons
The first, @ girl, was nomed Angelina
ond she'was born in 1952, The second
was also a girl, Melly [1953) who had
three sons. Denison, born in 1954, alse
has three children while Edwin (1957
has two. The youngest child, Rila was
barn in 1959 and has four children.

As d father. Danlel Joyaratham doted on
his children and they loved him. He kept
a heavy schedule ond workload and
would be off to work early and often
came home late o night, sometimes at
midnight. In between, he would retum
at Spm for a bath and shower and would
be off again for meetings and party

wark.

“As his wite, | only attended the important
functions s our childrer were young and
needed me of home. His schedule was

end the children to scheal, do the
marketing, come home for a short while
and go off to work. He feiched the
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The Tamil Day

celebrations
raised the level of
Tamil language

consciousness.




168 W

annuven

His heavy

commitments in

church life
golitics and
commurify servics
did ror mean he
4 his role
s father and
husband

cnildren from schoel and came home

Flera says

As a busy husband and pros

sended an his wife to rn the

articular trait she
did ne

children ta cry or scream. And when he

remembers s that h ke the

s would

returned home from waork.

often be goodies like chocolotes and

sweets for ‘the children

His heavy

commitments In church life, politics and

mmunity servica did not msan he

neglected his role as fof

He was o good falher ¢
husband. He did

the children

His love for their childran extznded 1o

their spouses and he had no ablections
to his children who maried outside the

race. None married someene fiom the
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small Cayloness Tamil community, Ct his

chiildren, two married Chinese but
this was never an issue for Daniel
Joyaratnam. bsing an openminded man

with peaple frem all

unds.

Flora devoted hersell 1o raising the

children and snsuring they received o

goed education. My tather sent us 1o

ol daily and picked us up. This went

till we reached secondary schocl and

we had bicycles. Hs olso epened files
for 2ach of is children and in my cose,
er fo me when
in India’in 1981.

cuments like schoal

tificates, and birth and school

says Denlson

Daniel joyaratnam was a devoted father

f at the

and node sure he was pra




children’s major fisnctions, like schos!

cl on hifm

with his children when

Even os they reoched cdulthced, he

confr > for them. When fhe
youngest two childien - Edwin at
Uri Kebangs: Valaysia, Bangi
and Rita at Uni

and

devoted

sifi Malaya, Kuala

Llumpur - =

oyal party member

compassicn fer the dy and

> o practical
and acl

appPropriot

the children would

him simply elad

ar put an a shirt when he

r farmal occasions,

relates work

would be dressed in a smartlooking suit
A

can b n in phe him

sgraphs
gardening he was usually

ind well-

gracmed o

cial functions. He made

Towards the end of his life, hedid ot 1 & poin 1o

wedaings. fune

have any regrats. The children w ionsandithe

ond successhul ang

miclive

seen our grandchildren

clippings and le

in the house and h

s about
him ... a faithful
Chyistian
devoted family
man, loyal party

mamber




One aspect of
his faith shat
stood out clearly
and observed by
severnl persons
was his honesty
and integrity.

was o keen lefterwiiter and olso sent
cut the family's annual Christmas cards
and birthday greetings ahead of time

This efficiency and orderliness might be
attiibuted to his work as the chief clerk
in an sstate. With these and ofher
organisafional skils, his career as a
petition writet suited him wall. It also
enabled him 1o establish links with the
public. He managed his finances well

and became very careful about this,
especially after his marrioge and the
Faly grew.

Church Leader

While his family reots wers in the
Anglican  branch of Pratestant
Chiistianity, Daniel Jayarathnam moved
o to the Methodist Church that had a
strong presence in Banfing. He even
preached from the pulpit althaugh he
was not thealogically trained, being o
seltaught preacher.

In 1953, Daniel was a foundermember
of the Methedist Church in Barting and
sat on the local Church Exacufive
Committes (LCEC), serving as secrefary,
chairman and treasurer on different
occasions. His wos a streng Christicin
foith and he and Flora ensured their
children would receive o saund Christian
upbringing. Se the children’s schadule
would include Sunday School classes,
Methadist Youth Fellowship programmes
and ofher church activities

His brother David notes that his brothar
took his Christian faith seriously and was
not a hypocrite. “He waos bound by
church canons [rules and practicss) and
active in the chuich programmes and
activifies. He was honest and God-
fearing and didn't mix religion with
polifics.”

While some Ceylonese Tamil fathers
might be disappointed when the eldest
son chose to answer the raligious calling
and enrol @l ¢ seminary, Daniel
Joyaratnam was pleased when Denison
decided fo study theology in India 1o
prepare to be o postor with the Tamil
Methodist Church of Maloysia.

One aspect of his faith thet stoed out
clearly and observed by several persons
wias his honasty and infegrity. His family
recall him as one who took his faith
seriously ond friends describe him as
Godtearing. There was litle about him
that turned to scandal. “His honesty and
integrity came from his religious faith
He did not have o crocked mind. He
did not corupt others nor was he
cormupted,” Florg says.

His brother Robert remembers Daniel as
faithful and committed. “He held
leadership pesifions and was regular in

church aftendance. They also braught
the children up in the falth. He was a
good example as o fother.”




Retirement & Sudden
lliness

While he was relatively healthy, his
asttmatic condition was siill a werrisame
facter He had this condifion from o

In 1989, af o relatively

62 yaars, he had a severe

asthmatic aftack and he was

haspitalised. While there, he suffered a
fall es he was moking his way 1o the
bathroom and died of @ heart attack
soon offer. It hod come suddenly and
was a great shock to the family and

tiends

sthers David

and Robert wauld mest up with Daniel

Intheir later years, his

imes of reminiscing and gefting

together were suddenly cut short by his

t meefing up
with his dear brother and friend. “As
Banting Jay

averyone knew him and

when he died, his funeral wos packed

=ct of thase he came in touch

with, in his own simple way.

many still have good thing

tell about him
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A e Hem
worming
Function

Dato’ Seri S
Somy Vellu
nied o MIC
flag end spoke

pr

words of
appreciation at
the funeral

service

While illness had s

Jeyaramnam dewn a liflle ofter re

swed Daniel

ment,
the farmily felt his death was premature
He hod been active in the commiunity

but at o red. pace due portly fo

asthima

| met him @ month before his death
Then | was informed he was hospitclised
He had o severe oftack of asthmo and
shorly after | was told he had died,”
David says.

During his funeral, the custam of showing

dppreciotion fo @ person who had

coniributed immetisely fo the community
was observed. The MIC president Dato
S ted a MIC flog

and spoke words of appreciation in the

5. Samy Velly p

church about Doniel Jayaratnam's service
to the community and party. The party
flag symbolised the esteem and
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appreciation of the pary which Daniel
PP

Jayaratniom loved and served

His sudden death shocked many and
hundrads turned up for the funeral. As
most of his life was spent in the Telok
and Bariting areas, he was laid 1o rest
at the Banting Christian csmetery of
Sungai Sudu

David remembers his brother os @ man
Till the
end, he didn't have any regrats. He was
Whean we his

slblings achisved success in our caresrs

who stood for his convietions
nef envious of others

he was proud of us. | have geed and

positive memories of him

He was someone with zest for life and
who enjoyed living and what he was
doing. He did not hove seff-doubls and
held the conviction that he was doing
the right thing. He did his best and weos

accepted as a leader of the Indian

cemmunity in Banting.”

Palitics was if his bload from young and

ihis interest did not decline ever when

Till the end

of his days, he had o great interest in

ill health slowed him down

polities and followed the news closely
Polifics was in him. He was o staunch
MIC and Barisan Nasienal man and
didn'i divert fram his beliefs,” Denison

recolls
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Nef acodemic and
professional
excellence but
commurily service,
pelitics and nation-
bullding

CHAPTER

3

An Outstanding
Life of Service

A Different Path

In some waoys, you could have been able
to predict the path Daniel Jayaretnam
would take in life. Several of his siblings
excelled in the teaching professions,
rising to the highest levels in their
vocations. They took the roufe taken by
countless  others  with  similar
backgrounds. Middlexlass Chrisfian and
Ceylonese Tamil families are often
marked by academic and professional
excellence and high achievements
ameng the later generations. With an
emphasis on hard work, education and
extrocurricular activities, many children
from such families hove made their mork
in various professions, careers and public
lite. Giving back to society and
corntributing to o better world are also
marks of the small and close-knit
community.

But Daniel [ayaratnam did not stay along
this path and instead went on fo bloze
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a tiall that few have monaged to do.
While he may not have made a matk
as @ top professional of rose high in the
civil service, the eldest son of plantation
based Ceylonese Tamll immigrants did
well i the world of community service,
politics and nationbuilding at grassrosts

level.

His early childhood in the 1930s had
been on uneveniful one. It consisied
malnly of school and play, and centred
around his family and friends. Like many
others whose families hailed from the
Indian subcontinent, he grew up in an
eslate envirenment. But his father wos
not among the thousands who were
ordinary labourers - the rubber tappers
and manual workers. Alfred Kuttythamby
had come from Ceylon and was among
the batter off as he worked in the estate
office as a clerk.

Daniel's schooldays would be taken up
atiending the Englishmedium scheol in




the morings and which were followed
by attendance In Tamil school in the
afternoons. logically, he would have
ended up going for further study: and

qualified to be © teacher or a

professional, His Iife would hove
fairly predictoble and stoble, with o
good career, status, fomily and
comfortable refirement. But the interaction

in the estate environment had an

influence on him. Surrcunded by the
labourers and families and their hardship
would

loter foke up their cause and help fo

in life left its mork an him. He

organise and mobilise them and other
poor and needy persons lowards o better
future

Estate life was hard, and still is, for the
teppers and warkers who had little
monetfary compensation although they
had accommadation and health facilities
ond sc
tacilities were often substoridard and

oals for thelr children. But the

wher the estate sector underwent

tremendous changes after
independence, many estate families
faced even greater hardship. Raised and
dependent on the fragile security offered
by an esfate job, many manual workers
in estates that were later fragmented and
developed for oil palm plantations,
housing and industry, had fo fend for
themselves. Without housing and
aliernative jobs in the rural areas,

thousands migrated fo cities and towns

1ey setiled mainly in squatter areas and
sfill form a significant porfion of the urban
poor. Now, many ameng the younger

generations of such displaced work

s

hove been marginalised and affficted by
social problems.

Yet there are many others who have been
able to rise above the setbacks,
obstacles and problems and escape the
cycle of poverty and marginalisation that
afflict many estate familles and urban
squatters
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A Methodist English
e Blok
Dotuks Board of
Governors. [1962)

The interaction in
the estate
environment hod
an influence on
him. Surtounded
by the labourers
and families and
their hardship in
life left its mark on
him




Nethaji
influenced o
whole gensration
of young men
and women with
the couse of
freedom and
independence

Daniel Joyarainam had dn above
average upbringing: His parents were
educoted and ensured the children
received @ good basic education. His
childheod was normal, and os his
siblings recall, he wos a hoppy and
easy-going boy who enjoyed play and
fur.

He may not hove hod a parficular infsrest
in academic excellerice bur was
intelligent and mature. Being the eldest
son had ifs privileges ond challenges
He was close to his parents and fond of
bis siblings

His infelligance, he chose to put to good
use In later life when he would serve the
communify, church, perty and stand up
for the causes he believed in.

War & Freedom

Bur the 1930s were not normial times
ond his young world would be
completely turned upside down when the
cause of India's freedom and
independence reached the shores of
Malaya. By the fime the Second World
War began in Asia, he was just in his
teens. Something then stirred deep within
him which would merk out his: career
poth, passion and miission I life

[n Daniel's own mind, the single event
that transtormed his life was his mesfing
with ane man, Nelhg|i, as the Indian
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independencs fighter Subash Chandra
Bose was affectionately known This
teadsr and his ideals and commirment
to fres for India fiom British rule

influenced ret only orie young man from
an obscure esiate of Telok in Selongor,
but thousands of others during the war
years. They would be the recruits In
MNethaji's army. While the army moy
have failed in its mission and was short-
lived, the fires of independence and
freedom had been kindied in thousands
of young hearts and minds.
Independence would follow naturally
and colaniss in Asia wers soon fo be
granted freedom one afier anather

Mchatma Gondhi hod a tremendeus
impoct and influence in India ond also
in Weslern society. But in South-East
Asia, the person with possibly grealer
impact wos Nethaji. Nethaji influenced
a whole generation of young men and
women with the cause of freedom and
Independence and helpad to hasten the
departire of the colonial powars end
the granting of independence in several
nations

In his own words, Deniel Jayaratnam
recalls that the “two most significant
svents in my life” were meefing Nethaji
ané being @ sergeant in Nethaiji's army.

“Being the son of an ordinery estate
cletk, Nethaji's influencs hos fransformed
me info o soclal worker, pelitician, a
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Faith & Service
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“Being a
Christian and
Ceylonese
didn't affect his
work and
invalvement in
the MIC.

Tan 51 Devaki

Krishnan

>

A visit to Botw
aves
(December 15,
1952

Did his Christian upbringing help mould
him towards the acts of charity and
wellore that he would become known
for? What would cause him to work
hard, for no monetary reward, 1o serve
the poor and needy through the MIC2

Why wauld he spend time gy and

effort to encourage the paor to join o
cooperative and to help them register to
become citizens in a new land?

He played a leading role in local church
matiers and wos chairmon of the local
governing body for many years
Although without formal theclogical
training, he was a preacher as well
gifted with public-speaking skills. Dariel
Jayaratham remained steadfast in his faith
and friends and MIC party colleagues
still remember him for his integrity,
horiesty and commitment o the party and
its mission. His religlous life did govern
his public and private lifs and he
managed to live aut his Chiristian faith
to the best of his ability. He was d loyal
servant of his God and the church

Although he was distinctly different in
cultural and religious background and
upbringing from the majority mainland
Indic Tamils in the MIC, this did not
adversely affect his role and contribution.

While being o Christian Jayaratnam
networked well witti his Hindy friends.
Some may be suprised but he playsd
an aclive role in the Barting Hindu Burial
Committes,

“Being a Christian and Ceylonese didn't
affect his: wotk and involvement in the
MIC. His race wes nef a factor. Others
can learn from him. He did not portray
himself as o Ceylonese and mixed well
with the Tamils from India. As far as |
could see, as o Christian he maintairied
o Christian way of family life. He was o
taithful Christion and took care of his wife
and family. As @ family, | observed that

he and his wife were united,” his friend

and party colleague Ton Sri Devaki

Krishnan says

She recalls his persanality as that of a
quiet, sincere man who was honest and
trustworthy. “Being a Christian, he
practised what he believed. He did riot
go cbout boasting about himself. He
would mix with the commen people and
ordinary folks. He was o good mixer
who liked fo help and would aftend to
the needs of people immediately. In this
way, he became very popular.”




The turbulent and exciting limes Duarlel
Jayaramam experienced in the era of the
Warld War Il and independence
maovements seemed 1o complement wel|
is idealistic nature. He had discavered
the world of debating and public
speaking in schoal and was caught up

withyit. It would naturally serve him well

inacarest and vocation where he wauld
interact with pecple constantly. address
public meetings, help ordinary falks, and
comment on public jssues

His life-as a politician, church [eadsr
and cammunity leader brought with it
seme ameunt of aftention and he seemed
o toke it well without letling it go to his
head. At the end of his life, Daniel
Joyoratnam femained essentially the
person he was - without arregarnce, but
lusta simple desire o serve and make a
mark in society.

The main themes that marked his fime
ond life were the war, independence,
socioeconomic disruplion, fragmentation
of estalles, labour disputes, founding of
the major political parties, communist
insurgency. Confrontation with Indonesia
and formation of Malaysia.

I would have been almost impossible
for someorie like him, fired by the idedls
of freedom and independence from a
young age, to have remained unmoved
and untouched by the events of the day.
He lived in an exciting ero with several

majar mevements of history toking place

in such a short period of fime. In many
ways, he was welksuited 1o live in such
fimes as these. He was young and
idealistic, caught up with issues of
freedom and justice.

He belleved and lived cut his ideals for
a befter society through the various
organisations he belonged fo. The first
formal organisation he joired was the
INA of Nethaji. During Waorld War I,
he sow and experienced the arrival of
the Japanese who easily defeated the
British. The colonial powers were proven
10 be fallible and seeds of freedom and
being in charge of cur own destiny were
plonted in many heatts

He also belonged to the Methodist
Church, the Malayan Indian Congress,
NIFCS and groups promoting Tamil
culture and language. Daniel jayaratnam
believed that these organisations could
advance the cause of its members and
community and also the wider inferests
of society and the ration

Party & Politics

In the MIC, he was the Kuala Langat
branch chairman for a decade between
195262 and played a major role in
the local palitics of that time. He waos
respected by successive national leaders
for his organisational abilities and
orafory skills. He worked hard to recruit
members af a fime when the MIC was
trying to establish its credentials
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Banting Jaya
wos always
available for
people, whether
parly members
or nor
members, who
needed help
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the area in the 1940s apd

They met nzarly @ halfce
mid-1950s. Even then, she fondly
1k Her
hushand was party chief and alsg
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him et the MIC General Assembly in
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dly and young at
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of labour at that fime. "We mat

257 where he was
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heatl, We noticed he hed time for

people afic aise the fime 1o do things

forr tham

Qver the years, the young man grew lo
become a local and regione| leadar and
went on to be part of the MIC leadership
He was based in the imporiont stote and
party base of Selanger

He was ane of the faw Sri Lankan Tamils

in the'MIC of that fime. He was also o

man for the psople and we were hoppy

1o

have him in the party, He eventually

built up the leadsrship in his area,” Toh

Puan Uma Sambanthan says

"His heart was ahlways tocused on the
welfare of the Indian community.
Whatever improvements my husband
praposed and brought ta the Indians

Daniel Jaydralinam cooperatad. He tack

a nonacial appfeach 1o issues and

orchlems. Personally, whenever we went
10 visit him in Berifing, he wos alwoys
kind ond warm fo us. We dlso found his

We v

wife quist but nice nd of




fim and shared things In commen, We
saw him not just as @ party worker but
as part of the family.

Pelifically. Danlel Jayaratnem played a
key part In Selanger state which was
not the sosl

I region to handle because
ofits strategic impartance and ambitious

and aspiting leaders “He played an

n the formation of district
MIC chor
approoch 1o po

and stafe branches. His

never a short
ferm ore and he genvinely liked people
and served them. During the porty
annual gensral assemblies, Danie
loyaratnam was sedate and pesitive in
his contributions. | don't ever remember
him being sensationalistic. He was
dlways @ respansible persen,” adds Teh
Puan Uma Sambanthan

Daniel Joyaratnamss afitude seermed to
beo
politics but whot ws

of “notwhet we could get out of

could contribute.”

V1. Sambanthan's vision was fo help the
Indian come up 1o par as regular cifizens
and he had high hapes for Indians. Af
that time of Independence, many in the
communlty were nat educated and the
porty leaders and werkers had to work
hard to convince them of the benefits of
cifizenship: “We would keep on asking
for our rights and planned 1o bring them
uptodevelopment thiough training and
oher programmes. Daniel Joyarainam
supported the idea, " says Toh Puan Uma
Sambanthan

Danigl Jayaratnam was undoubledly
popular ameng the comman falk and

this was mainly trough the sal

ces he

rendered foithfully 1o the esiale wor

and ofher ordinary falks, In the tronsition
peried after Indevendence, itwas a fime
the ordinary workers needed something
to elm for. This was where Daniel
Jayaratnam found his call and he
invelved himselt in a lof of grassoats’
and peoples’ work

The MIC tound in him someone who
could be depended on. “We were quite
satisfied with his work and he touched
the people. Gefting pecple 1o porticipate
in politics and fhe progrommes was
difficult. But Daniel Joyaratnam had the
skills and vsed his command of Tomil fo
get more people involved.”

Toh Puan Uma
Sambanthan tound nis personality a

Like many others

warm and friendly one. “He could
always be found smiling end did not
condemn others. He was vary posilive
in his outloak.”

But the association with Sambenthan
was cut shart when the party president
died in 1973, having served as party
head for nearly 20'years The late Tun
VT Sambanthan was o founding fatkier
of the nation and was @ signatery of the
Merdeka Agrsement

In the party, he also met and worked
well with Tan Sri Devaki Krishnan, who
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The MIC fourd in
him somecne
who could be
depended on
Getiing people 1o
participate in
politics and the
programmes was
difficull. But
Daniel
Jayaramam had
the skills and
used his
command of
Tamil to gef more
people involved *




Amang many of
today's
palificians, you
cannot be sure of
their intentions
and matives.

became a prominent figure in the MIC
women's wing and also national
leadership. I first met him through our
invalvement in the Selangor MIC. This
was in 1954 when | was in Selangor
MIC and helped form its women's section
in that year. We gathered 70 women to
torm the section. Prior 1o this, there were
only one or two women involved at this
level.

S0 together with Daniel jayaratnam we
went around the estates, through dirt
fracks and on beard ferries and boats 1o
cross rivers. We started branches and
spoke at these meetings. We had a lot
of explaining to do with the people and
to ericourage them fo sign up with the
MIC." she recalls

Over the years, she and her husband

begon to know Daniel Jayaratnam and
wite befter and often visited each other,
elther in Kuala Lumpur or Bonfing

Tan Sri Devaki Krishnan started as o
teacher ond had joined the
Independence of Malaya Party (IMP)
which was formed in 1951. In 1952,
she made history as the first woman to,
win in the municipal elections and thus
became a Municipal Commissioner
Early in her political career she often
wenl to Banfing for functions and would
meet Daniel Joyaratnem, He frequently
invited her to address the meetings. Their
paths would also eross at party
assemblies and conferences. She found
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Daniel Jayaratnam both @ loyal party
worker and leader.

Tan Sri Devaki Krishnan says, “He was
a willing helper all the time. As the party
chief in the area, he gof the work done
He had greal contacts on the phone and
knew everybody. He was wellknown
because everyone would kiow wha you
were refering fo if you menfioned the
name Jayardinam."

In fime, he soon became krown simply
os ‘Banfing Joya'. The two also found
themselves selected as candidates in the
1959 elections. There were three
candidates from the MIC who stood on
the Alliance ficket in the State-evel
elections. She had moved from the
Bangsar ward to contest in Sentul She
had @ record of having won the
municipal elections for the Bangsar arsa
on two occasions. But like Daniel
Joyaralnam, she lost narewly by some
500 votes in the slections.

She had felt that it was only o matter of
time before he would be selected to
stand for elections. "We were all not
very welloff then and we had fo raise
our own funds for campaigning and
paity work. |n confrasl, among many of
loday's polificians, you cannot be sure
of their intentions and matives. Many
people today are afraid of being
manipulated or being played out by
others.”




“Daniel Joyaratnam as o poliicion was
hard-working and well-known. He
helped everybody ... like a social worker
who went aut to help the less fortunate
He was @ frank persan who was opan
But he wes also wellespecied. Ina way,
he started o trend in the party by serving
os a good parly worker. Many other
goad workers and leoders have joined
now,” Tan St Devaki Krishnan says

In fime, Danigl Joyaratnam became the
information officer in the party, mainly
because he had the time and contacts
for this

knowledge and knew many people

He nhad good general

‘We became family friends and my
husband and | weuld visit his family. in
Banfing and viceversa."

Doriel Joyaratnam also belisved that the
poor and needy could be extended o
helping hard to ease their burdens and
hardship. Once he believed in
something, he would pour his energy
and effort into it. For example, when
cifizenship was open to those who had
come fram India and China, he went
round the esiates to help many o sign
up. He even filled in the formss for those
who could not and in the process, helped
many 1o be eligible for citizenship.

The

Cooperalive Society was another pet

National land & Finance

project and with others, he visited many.
esfates and villages to raise funds for

the cooperative. One such effort

gamered o sum of $50,000 for the
cooperafive

Three Strategies

He basically had three broad strategies
although they were probably not pert of
agrand plar fot his Iife, In his asproach
10 the fssues and problems facing the
community dnd ration at that fime. On
a basic level, he adopted o grassools
approach and performed the role of o
local or neighbourheod leader. The focus
was on gressroofs activities, helping
people with daily concems like legal
and

heusing. This was widened fo include a

matiers, licences, education

cilizenship campaign later

Another apereach involved political
represenitalion ond this he did through
the MIC far which he was d loyal local
(‘.ﬂd

Untertunately for Daniel Joyaratnam, he

leader, activist member
was not able to win public office and
sowas confined to being a perty leader
in Selangor state, ane of the parly’s

powst bases

Although he lost in the elections, he
continued to serve ih g quiel mannar.
For his loyaly and commiment 1o the
party and ifs causs, there were rewards,
not of the monetary kind, but
appoiniments to positions of service, for
example, in Felda and NIFCS
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Three broad
strategies

Grassroots
approach

Palitical
representation

Self-help
initiatives
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didd not oush for such  maintain o Tamil identity and

dlture

of the
Indicn Toh Puan Uma Sombarthan recalls, “He

community who nelusive and  Ployed an impertant wle in recruiting

were poot dand whot he wo

doing.  Members tethe NIFCS, which was
marginalised )




my husbang. Dur
of the NLFC

ent of the cec

pec

He had a

= rinciples he el

system. He was not o radical ond did

nof plirsue exframist means but we

was with withir: the system fo make it b

community w arcinary worker and the ¢

morg nalised. Doniel

well with

many dealings. he

also the rien busi

(=

globaisciion and s

icable (n

But his opproach are sil ap

fy, hewd waork

onmen -h

icafion. commitment, putting inte

of others |

3 In the Goad

which brought

Joyaratmam
was not a radical
and did not

Pt extremist
means but
worked within the

em 1o moke it

nis and

functians. This

other

scitvely pramm

the co

mmunist i

unity and

confronted by Ind: and communities, On the

for the

{ independ clher ha worked well with ofher

oidinary worker
communities ond wos helpfulto oll who oy

fedl hi

ensure f gnty and  n

fraedom race
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CHAPTER

Public Service, Family
Devotion

To remember Doniel Jayarainam os just
anather pelifician would be o disservice
to him and his legacy. In his own words
and those of others, he was much more
- social worker, community leader, active
Christian and advocate of nation-
building and Tamil culure. He led an
active public life, starting from @ young
age, and fouched many individuals and
commurities through the MIC, church
and other organisations he belonged to
Many still remember his service and
assistance rendered 1o them personally,
and fe various organisations and
communities

But in his private life, he did accomplish
much - not so much'in terms of material
success of career achievemenls bul, in
the words of family ard close friends,
by his humility and honesty, simplicity
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and dedication. He was a loving
husband and doting father, @ true brother
and loyal friend. He is also described,
by those whe knew him wall, as a warm
and kind person who was generous and
always willing to help

Today some peliticians give the political
process a tarished name through their
misdeeds, abuse of power and neglect
of duty and service. And even when
service is rendered, there is often o
hidden agenda. Daniel Jayaratnam lived
In an era which is very different from
what Malaysia is foday. He grew up
and blossomed in a time where words
and the practice of honour, integrity, frust,
loyalty, accountability, commitment, hard
waork, dedication and incarruptibility
were lived out,

Many people today often hold the view
politicians and public figures are open
fo corrupt practices and favouritism and

a lack of transparency and




accountability. Commentators and
cbservers lament that foo many people
enter polifics today in search of pesition,
power and patrenage and see their rise
up the political ladder as o way to quick
fiches.

There are more political parties and
members than ever but the services
rendered pale in comparison 1o a
previous era. Today money politics,
character assassination and rumour-
mongering are common, perhops
reflecting the times we live in,
Caompetition for position has made
aspiring polificians compromise their
valuss and ethics. On the other hand,
the expectations of people have also
changed. Politicians and political
leaders are seen as sources of money
and potronage. Followers expect 1o be
rewarded with gifts, donations and even
contracts. The politician has to have
access fo vast amounts of money and
ofher resources in order to win posts and
elections and to stay in office

Good Character,
Honest Deeds

During the fimes of leaders like Tunku
Abdul Rahman, Tun Ton Siew Sin and
Tun Sambanthan, who served without
hint of corruption, leaders and ardinary
party members then were driven by
ideals, dreams and pursuit of freedom,
independence, development and o

better life for the people. Daniel

Jayaratnam thrived in such an

environment.

Todoy's elected representatives fall short
of the expeciations of people and the
high standards of yesteryear. Palitical
parties and elected reps seem o work
and meet the people only during
elections and by-elections. Sefting up
sefvice centres has become a pre-
election gimmick and few representatives
maintain such services during nermal
times. Daniel Joyoratnam hod & goed
service record without having 1o open a
service cenfre. He was the service cenfre
and did not have fo employ officers 1o
serve the people. He had the advontage
of being a petition writer where he could
meet and help the common man with
his applications, official letters to
Covernmentagencies, legal matters and
soclal problerms as well

His estate upbringing and work i an
estate office helped him understand the
struggles ‘and poor conditions which
monual workers endured. His werk with
the MIC allowed him to visit many
people and help them solve their
problems. Many of today's unionists are
so weltpaid compared to the members
they represent that they have become
far removed from the problems and
struggles of ordinary members

In' contrast, leaders like Daniel
Jayaratnam had his office and house
open at all fimes to those who needed
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leaders and
ordinary parly
members then
were driven by
ideals, dreams
and pursuit of
freedom
independence,
development and
a befier life for
the people.




(e
palifics’
Comve

ve

fce

politics”

. And this wos dore

fis help and advi

with litfle monetary compensation but

was rewnrded’ with mare work and

responsioility

ty o mixwell with seople

1o both rich

= hod the at

and coula rel and poor

anc was comtortatle - the oreserice of

with on educaticn

and ability fo write and speak well, he
commanded respect. As he chisf clerk
in on eslate, it put him obove the
labeurars in terms of status and
respansibilit. But there was nothing to
suggest he abused fhis pasition. Instead,
he was an easygeing persan who was

willing 1o serve the welfare of others

He wos invalved among tubstculos
patients eally in his vocation as @

community lecder

Dariel Joyaratnam was also not adverse

o fravelling to small viloges and estate

mmunities to recruit memoerns into o

conpe!

i

or help ordinary olk apply
for gitizenship. His wriings and actions
depict o/men with a graat concefn and

compassien for fhose who we

suffefing
sought' ta
previde relief and o solution thiough his

or living in hatdship. He

work withihe MIC, cooperative, cultural

aroups ond selthelp inifiatives
For suie, sven in his time, there were
W
positions and money that could be

these who politics for the

goined. Ih Daniel Jeyaratnam’s bid for
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public office, in 1959, thers we

indications thot people he knew fred 1o
distupt his compaign. His: background
as o Ceylonese Tamil ang o Christian

made him .an sasy targe! amang the

frore nanew-mindea within saciety.

But the choiacter of the man can be
arested 1o the fact that he continuec to
even Oﬂel

his defeat. He did nof fake the loss well

serve the community and party

initilly but he-was able to bounes back
and continue serving like he used to

An Example To Follow

The
Malaye and then Malaysia ssem fo have
been imbued with o different sef of
valuss, ‘priorit It Is
generally accepied thet the leaders and

arly pianesrs of modern polifics of

and motives

politicians of yesterday were more
motivated by ideals, principles and o
grand plon than selfish gain

The s
could be described as

and practice of poliiics then
conviction’
politics. On the ather hand, much of
golitics foday can be lermed
‘convenience politics. Taday many of
thase invelvad in politics seem to be
mofivated by selfgain and advoncement
in'rank and position. Yasterday's pursuit
of Ideols and principles can be
contrasted to the selfgain and attitude

of 'what is in it for me?' of lodoy.




ipled with this is the fact that the
4 ol

nt

es of the

from the problems

on: H

uid taday’s

s end peliticia

Jlobalisation

now campared

communism  or  fhe

nortaticn. In the post, n

But the exarr Darniel loyaratnc

Im

an be a loday's

emmunity

and ne ome

fitst fer him: and he did his wark without

mefives. He wa

y the lecal s mare than a

deco d the Alliance

relationships with MIC members and the

public. He was o simple eader
who let his work and performance do

the talking for him, His was @ ife well

ce & the people and
courtesy of compramise 1o

is faith and princip
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ERD
UMN
UALA

‘M
PERIKATAN

was tragic uf short by illness. Wha

knows what might have been2 What if

he had won in the elections? He would

hove moved up the parly hierarchy and
perhaps appointed to o higher posiion

in Go

emment. But that might not have
had any effect on his basic character as

a person of hone:

and simplicity.

Daniel Jayatatiom had no regrets about

the way he lived his life, fri

s and

family say. If he had the cha

would probably do the
the interests of the community before

ond sacrificed fime and

He did not leave riches ond lorge assets
behind wh

so peor he could net provide for his

en he died. Neither was he

family.
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example
to give thanks to. God for. In a fime when
social ills like juvenile delinquency, drug
abuse, family breakdown, religious and
racial polarisation efc threaten society
and the nation, 1t is all the mo ent
ps of people
who will serve others in a spirit of

1o have individuals and g

dwill and harmeny,

Th

Individuals like Daniel Jayarainam and

ere is o great need foday for

his colle s who served valunfarily,

with dedicetion and commitment to uplift
the lives of the poor and marginalised
and to ensure healthy development of
f Fim held by

his family and friends are joy

society. The memorie

us ones
and many are indeed privileged fo have

krown such a man as him







Daniel
Jayaramam

* Taken from

Jayaratnam s
collection but no
references to

source or year
were indicated in
the scrap book.

CHAPTER

My Meeting With
Nethaiji

Subnsh Changra Bose had
in East Asia 41

If Nethaji
nct been

rs ago

on, and Indonesic would not

India

have aequirad Independence so easily

The Insian Natienal Army lounched by
Nethali in Singapore and Malaya and
the Swadeshi M
red Britain to ¢

nt togathe;

Living

Revalutionary Bengal Tiger
Being & Sergeant for 212

n his army

Nethaii was fh

on of

Nethaji's

influerce has trdnsformed me it

social w lifician, a lead

Christian
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5

| thank my childhood friends AK
Chinridiyah [Tullsh], S. Thiruvengadam
Estate), the late M

[Petmas i
Gunasegaram (Kampar MIC lsader)
Had it not been for their support and
effort, | would have neither hod the
oppertunity o 17 years 1o climb the
Penang Hill nor serve under the
leadership of Tuanky Abdul kahman, Tun
and Sri

Sambanthan Tan

Manickavasagam

It7s not just[: it s my whole family that

cannot forge! I | got my eldest

fson martied te Ms Rose

vears dgo on Jafsaty 23 which
is Nethaii's birthday. Through this gesture
| have made all my family members to
The

memories of that doy are still fresh in my

remember Nethaji e

y year

mind. Date’ V.L. Kanthen gordanded the

ywed couple and blessed them,
There ware also falks given an Nathaii

that day.




Raising $50,000 in
30 Days

ok Dalo gove

T. Sarrbonteer, Minist

i Banting Te

h Depanmen:, ond

lond & Fir

setvice thy

fhan, amids 259 L am handir

1o Dote’ in your

that he rzscue the 41 ected

our

oy this fragmentation, This is the first time

1 peaple hove

1in anz instalment. My district

will centinee 1o g

e duting the

an 1 by

On Ocrober 1
ot C

gave me fhe post of

sharehols

with that, the re;

$50,000 During this par
adl in this

commitmerit. | did' net cal

myselt i rvice with se

much abaut

Natienal Coglition Youth Council

but warked
=d goal

d by many in this
¥
are g few names

| would like to

Today | have




We thank Mr
Jaya for callecting
the monay,
headmaster i €
Muniandy; and
staiff of the
conperafive
sociefy

I not for these key:
parsons. 41
lobourers weuld

hova been unlairly
victimised."
~Dato VT,
Sambanihan

extend my profound thanks. | would like
To thank M Suppiah [Sungei Blake); Mr
.S, Meldyalam: Mr Kuzhandaivelu
{isaicher from the southern ragion)) Mr
AKX Chinnaiyah: M R Govindasamy
(from the western regianl, Mr C A4
Somasamy; My K. Thomas George: and
also My Koclu and M P, Palanisamy
who safeguarded both me ond the

money.

"Four years ago, Date’ Sambenthan,
pledging fo defeat the frogmentation of
lond, formed the cooperative society. The
surchase of the five 1o six estates and
the abile maregement otthe saciety can
be artributed 16 Dolo’ Sambanthan’s
=

yatance

The MIC Cornterence in Serembon ard
this year's Cooperative Society

Conference decided to honour such

fless leaders. But it was not available
Dafe

2pi reselutions

sel
in the list of
Sambarithan will not a
that aim to honour him_ at any point of

reselytions

fime. He hes said i many conferences
‘wreip the shawl around the Indian
commurity and henour it. Wiap It
arund Tuanku Abdul Rahman, the father
of Molaysio

‘I wish to declare ar this historical
mement that the 24Z-ocre sstate will be
officially named "Kompung Dato
Sambenthan'. The fact that the atfected
people themselves came forward with

thie $50,000 reqissting the Caoperafive
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fo make the purchase shisuld be
with golden letters in the histery
The psople

affectionorely loid down two conditions

of Malaya

hove

binding Date’ Sambanthon

The Ceoperal
the 242-acre

fy must purchase

astate immediaie

Gaveinmerit had mads arangements fo
purchase fout acres of land to promofe
the merging of Sii Ganesha Vidhyasalai
and Teluk Daro frie a cooperali
But his idea was given up due

o
fo the oppesition by Indonssia
Fartunately fhis four oeres fall under the
estate which we are going to purchase.
We want the marged school to be
located near the Malay-English high
schools. Since Kampung Dalo
Sambanthan is just a village, o
magnificent stuctiirs such os the Sungei
Sipur Mahatma Gardhi Schoal should
be raised by the effors of Dato
Sombonthan

National Estate lobour Secretary, Mr
S.M. Samy, in his vote of thanks, said
"We thank Mr Jaya for collecting the
monay, headmaster Mr ' C. Muniondy;
and staff of the cocperative saciaty Mr
V. Raradass and Mr R. Paramasivam
[fnot tef these keypersans. 41 labouters

would have been unltalily victimised.

The Ankiat Volarmathi Orchestra
provided music for the crowd. The Telok

Date' English School Choir sang the

national anthem and' the m

ing




lobourers must come togsther and

purchase the fragmente . These

Tun VT Sambanthan
on the NLFCS
(November 1964)

esatlied o The

every morth. [f one lakh

rore given theli supporl to the:

sove $10 per month_ in five y ot lewrence, the

aur financs

Qur community has

[t cre lakh of the W

s cannot cantibute $10 &

Y ome

wa connot call ourselves @ taking st make it

Oh the st

of Integrol

have the epportunity lo gather

Integration Week -
November 1964

n the mol

& sincere anc &

go amiss. All is well that

ayardtnam, in his add

the

last aay

We, who htive

e successlul, the common man must be

prepared to

ect Maloysio
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Dato’

Sambanthan
resembling

features that




Cenaal

here o we
s aspirstions

org

inoke

Sombonthan wha has 5

and nationglistic

ngs
that

sthaji's heir

embling tutes

like:

ars mahy

Bunlin? Gathering on
ic

Republic of India Day
& Prayer for Success of
Merdeka London Talks

gt District Indians vary

sted the Republic of

1 D Joyoratngm

nded the guests

i Sambanthan first spoke in Tamil and
glish. He said, “Since

of Malayo are heading

afsr swilchs

the pec
towards eirment. It Is apt fo

ey the Irician Resublic Day, Ihwess

only aftar fh endence of India hat

niriss obicined heir

the East Asion

do

as Indlor

me d

ya many Mony years ag

i people dr

nthe same 1 I 3
to think about selt

ot

haive the time

ament. The paople’s party, ofter

its prion, has besn sfiving for fhe
ipliftment of the labourers: The Tamil

hard for
[f

ste and ldngue

heir cultues

s would

there is ro we

Nany Tomil childre
nofed for calling their mothers ‘Mummy
in English. This

Sti Sambarithan. He wenton o say that

in uroan ore:

end was criticised by

=n two Tamils meet thay mest ala

s

oinfile converse in Tamilonl,

aramarm, who piesided ¢
Vi P

tunction, said, “After john Thivy, the

Idians in Malaya end the MIC have
influe

aya for a Tonil leader

n of

teund such o

lial citiz:

Today we have Sri Sambenthan, who
hails from tne same district. Perak, as

Jehn Thivy. to toke his plaea. Sri

Sambanthan gofinvelvad in peli

since then has progressed fo atinl

ety despile

of Malaya wer




w3 as Works M

A

unku ul Rahmarn

Sri Sambanthon is
atfires like @ commo

with the inbourers

btain lend under

bt in vain. The

rolians hars are

Thus we hove

S A

Mixed Marriages Will
Help Create
we e Integration

dictien of the District

of Kuala

ommuriies of

vety fortunate. “The uniy

i of Agriculture is our nlegration

iiva, the Watks Minister Is Ihe bout by mixed

The District nom said

s our friend! If these

will, the implementation of the ingfeast of Bukit See

heme will s materialise e s of Indian

of this

The unity amang

= Mory CGng
t. The

r it is, provided that there is  “coallticn

the communities

s are willing i
a and

ation of

> public roads

Yu Kek sald the t Mr C. Muniandy

must  ond one

fite 10 overthrow the communists and  in his welcome ess, invited M

unction

1 selfgovermnment ayarainam fo preside ¢
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Ak

Jovaratnaim, whio speke in both Tamil

aia, "Thraughith

aclifion

nnapodn and O

pertifive saciety which will help

she olfspring of sich ‘coalition

coepstalive martidges, |

pursue

aducation. alsc the

The disrict community

rindy, whe 5 popdo
Political Brofher sy D

=g, his advice

amoacnthar

o the couple on the
thirukure A

requires tw

s COR Giopres

v of this

| speaker, Bukit

fig’s European managet, said

M |

yaratiam
sithiul

n Malaya, and

nisgration

and

menunitias

n Bukit Sseding

n far this would be the
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Drama Performance
in Estates by
Information
Department

The

nfermation P rtmen! of the

Malaya has three
tor perform. They are

ion about

achievems




To strengtnen paople fo

nst tarrarism

ariment of the

ya through four

ach and =

Infermation Department are ind

mpartani and ne aof the

iedks of
15ks ©

the Indien seclion of

depaifment is fo perform ‘diam

xp

The Infermation Deparman has f

mo houpe funcioning for severol

rmadura
b

1ove watche

various districts of Malaya and have

benafif

deal

which is on estate

ani

ine, wos askad to waich the

dromos and give o the

performar greup from the

st week. At

Intarmation

=d fo watch

unding area

the programme

Befere the start of fhe fullength drama
Vazhry
RArAich

amed the

Punar

the Kajang District

rie, speaking in
lic. He said
countty is suffering

beautifu

ists. He emiphosised the
all to be interested in
Mr Corrie

antion ot ¢

nfarmation

sture th

managed
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b

ught hame

essenlial
principles and
valugs in a very
humarass and

lively marnnet

ond all by his mastery of the Maloy

language
the famaus socia

Alse present w

velunteer of Banting District, Mr B

loyeramam, who isalso tary tor fhe

district Good Citizsps Corimitiee, He

said. “Only esiore werkers have the
power to remove the tharm fencelike

restriction imposed by the £

il Help our G

sport and provide it with adequate

ormation whenever possible

fs2]

mmencament of the drama

elore

Selvi Josswaris' dance performance, Kali

Supeiak and Nerten's “Siva Parvalh

dance and Xovier's da rfarmance

the drama tock

WING Lig
"Punar Vazhva has o begutiful
plot which revalves around the estate

Envitonment.

K. Petumal, who played the role of

Ilitant chisf Vesrasingham, was very
9

emational. Mi Kali Suppiah skilfully

played the port of o father and alsa

an eslate lady. Norton, wh

playad the

natural

of Malliga was va

Chotabal and some

thers fook parf in

the drama: Mr C. Kone, ths outhor of

the story 'Aval' opge

Inspector. Music was scored by

Purushotham's orchestra

the drama, without

QOn the whole
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essentlal principles and values in‘a very

n order lo

humarous and lively ma
upe, applice
> the Informarien Departrent

invite this drama fr

reguited ot them 1o provide

the curfew, mary edthysiasts -

Chinese, Malay and Indions - managed

mits 1o watch this diama

Heroes Who
Regisfered 5,371
Citizens in 10 Days

ur heroes from March 3 1l Mareh 1.3
195

and helped 5 3

toured the whole district of Barting

I citizens to register
sit for the language fest, and foke the
aath. This activity which was conducted

over 10 days; helped increase the

numeer o & and Indian voters in

Banfing Distric

Mr D. layaratham, o lecder in the

National land & Finance Cooparofive

Saciely,

< his graritude 1o ol
those who extended help for the 10 days

in 10 stations, through the Tamil daily
Murasy”. He thanked all the prominent

members who provided breakfast

valunterily. managers who pravided the

the police chief €. Krishnan

nding nis staff to regulate the
swel. Imelementation of 10 days of

fulltime registration had inifially fun info
12 the shortage of

registrars.  He  regretted  the




ey just laughed

't kne
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White Area Festival
Celebrated Extravagantly by
Indian Community

The K

W

langor “Whike Arsa’ fas
arared o

inrting

vall

grand scale dirlng

Ihe

the this menth

parficipants Dy

1 Oft
Latitt

nfermation Officar Mr

Mokhomed lsmall bin

Indian Division Information ¢
VI Pitehdl Fillal from the HQ of the

Informaticn Departmant

About 5,000 Indians particieated in this

Staging of the

functio

"\mmc

Letchiavaghi

vas @ spatial featurs ¢
s fusclion ond was the
crowd, The Indian €
Committes {0 special magazine
the

o the occasi The
p'e

secretary is M D

stival
Mr ¥V

Jayaratnam and

cammittee 1 s Mani

M C. Chellaiyali. Abstracts of

=zcicl magazihe arz as follows;

+ Perfect Example - by Mr
E.J.F. Heckett (Selangor State
Information Officer)
dom

mination

Wherever h there is

courage Where

thers is

sutround him. This has ber

n Kiiale Langor. The

langat have bravely

SEVEr

wiped |t
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Good Cilizs

ion-of the Good Cilizens

Cormmi o Kuola Llangar

Ratner than methpds
the

commifes, in a

we

using

wiif ath harmessed by Ihis

mergency

[lgite} et time. This
s bscaus Cammities
mingfien

commynl terrorism
Kualo Langet hove pl
le in the de

and hove s

rcl

The |- d ans In

Kuala Langat ware not only invahved in

the Indians in the count

community unitedly'buf alsa

without -any

ommunifies

a perfect mmunal

inregration
+ Help To Protect - by Encik
Ismail bin Abdul Latif (District
Officer)

Ths A

ion Plan hos been viciorious due
to fhe suppart and confidence of the
people and hos resulted in the formation
of the white pravince. The Good Ci

g
Commitiee thraugh their anticommunist

aemansirdfion has dor

s parfwell VWe

sm. | hope fhat

izens will help to

- Long Live The Government -
by Mr K.V. Nadarajah




(Sepang Omnibus Co
Managing Director)
The pecple of K

districis are I

@

continuing to
i the hends o

and
ocvl long Live T

- Our Duty - by Mr S.A.
Perumal (Teacher, Sungei
Poya Estate)

Each one of

i this auspiclous

doy w

ngat Indians on
their ploce being declared o 'whits orea

and this was made possible by

enthu oncerted efforts of

cther communities

Indians

with the

et fo des

ferrarism, must

the

- Being Cautious - by Mr D.
Jayaratnam (Secretary, Indian
Good Citizens Committee)

on af this plac “White

€ anferad in

in the h Kuale Longat District

=

The Iridicin ¢

munity

pant clong with the ment and

@ this place

ommunist wer the

besn th s

encugh problems
ed by the

hove hod

axpetienced

for the past

BVEn

minority communists

enough. Be wary ct communists and do
our best te slap this infrusion into our

long live Kuala Langat and ifs

Remain Faithful To The
Country You Live

Prime dul Rahman

ether with

requested
Malays and the Chinese who faiiktully

treat this country s their own

During the 6" Anniversary celebration
of the MIC Kuala Langat branch, which
took place on December 28, 1958, the
Prime Minister sent a special message
which read as follows: “The world is
wafching every move we make in this
country in which three different races live
in harmony. Whatever we achieve
unitedly will form the basis of their
decision. MIC is one of the serious
pariers of the coalition government.

"Maloya has become omicably and
legally independent. This is due fo the
joint efforts of all the races and not just
the effort of one pariicular society. We
all know what we have fo dol”

7Y

8e wary of

ammunists and

do olir be:

stop this: in

sociely




Prime Munstes,

Telenhane No. 84452 Feder

Kuate Lo

4th May, 1962.

d_w,\ A,\,L‘L_. /&—-la cad s

Thank you very much for your account of your visit
toJava and the stand you took in defence against the attack
and criticism by Aidit. Your article made intsresting
reading and I hope many more will do as ycu have done,
Unfortunately many have forgotten to do so on their return
from their trip overseas on study tours. However [ am
told that they had enjoyed themselves and were able to
see how the people in the other countries live and could
compare it with the condition in this country which in turn
serves the purpose of the visit, how much better Malaya is.

"//M Rnn
Flle S

(TUNKU ABDUL RAHMAN PUTRA)

Mr. Daniel Jayaratnam,

President,

Kuala Langat District Alliance Committee,
238, Jalan Pekan Sari,

Banting,

Selangor.




Brief Bio-data of Daniel Jayaratnam

a trom Ceylon by ship

N0 Father Affred Kutythamby. arrivas

5> Malaye

and returns

Banting, Kuala langat

adist Chiirch in Banting

Itizens during 10day campaign

> Assembly ¢

MIC-Alliancs tickst

) ill 19
and servas fill 16
28 wins to Ceylon and Indic and visits ieme vilage and relatives
Passes away on April 25 ofler shott illnsss
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